- The Badges of Life - 


A Small Creative Project 
(Fiction) 


So by living life, I seem to have unlocked three Life Badges so far. 1 tried to consult with 

other people to learn what badges they had earned. Some had badges from their work, or hobbies, 
but none had actual Life Badges. They were even confused about what I was even talking about. 

I still don't know how exactly one unlocks a Life Badge. 1 also have not figured out what 

their purpose is. Perhaps the badges are some sort of reward, sometimes nice, sometimes like some 
ironic joke. Nevertheless these are the badges 1 unlocked and their description: 


IL. The Lone Wolf 
Earned in 2018 


The more you chase, the more you chase them away. Perhaps someone left you, and you spend 
hours and hours talking to multiple people through all kinds of dating apps. People don't show up, 
or connections that seemed good suddenly stop. Like some clown doing all kinds of tricks you try to 
learn al kinds of stuff so people might like you. You get so many slaps in your face (figuratively, 
literally or both) that the slaps even stop hurting. Eventually you realize, what am I doing this for? 
You think: 1 can be happy just on my own. There are hobbies, books, art, films. Haters gonna hate 
and you can just be alone without being lonely. Therefore, you have earned the ‘Lone Wolf' badge. 
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II. The Folly of Fools 
Earned in 2020 


Oh boy, life has just begun! You finish your education, with or without a degree. You are ready to 
start build something. However every time you find a job, a good friend, something that's stable 
it al seems to slip from under your feet. Your too slow, or the orders simply ran out. “but we will 
call you when we need you again.” Stability seems to be a thing from the past, or something that 
never existed to begin with. Somehow there is still food and a roof above your head. Perhaps you 
learn some skills and buy some tools and provisions in case sh*t really hits the fan. 

People call you a fool, but you do not mind. In a this fast paced world of overstimulation, 
everyone is a little crazy; as most seem obsessed with speed, loudness and money. 

No one and nothing makes sense, and that's the only thing that's stable, the thing you can expect. 
You learned to laugh at the absurdity of the world. Yes, you are a fool, but whatever happens, 
you will survive it. You smile and the world smiles and winks back at you. 

You received the Folly of Fools! 
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II. The Curse of Connectivity 
Earned in 2023 


Okay, you get ghosted on dates, and friends sometimes ghost too. Yeah, yeah, we all have that. 
But what's that? You can't even connect with commercial businesses even if your willing to throw 
money in their faces? Ah, yes, we are so connected in the 21st century! You can send letters, call 
their phone number, SMS, send an email, use Whatsapp, Messenger, … And then you wonder, 
with al these options, WHICH option should 1 choose? There are countless options and none of 
them seem to work! 

For example: You can't seem to contact the computer repair shop, so you go there yourself to find 
the computer is still not fixed. You go to your class, but it turns out the teacher is sick and you 
didn't get the memo. Then, you want to go buy groceries, but for some unexplained reason, 

the shop is closed. What is going on? It's like a veil is keeping you away from the rest of the world. 
It can only be explained by: The Curse of Connectivity. By discovering the curse, you earned the 
badge, sadly it won't lift the curse; nothing can! Ha! Life is still good though. 


These were the three badges that I discovered so far. Did you discover some of these Life Badges? 
Do you know perhaps the purpose of these badges and how to unlock them? Is there a limited 
number of badges? 

If you discovered one of these Life Badges. Or know more about them. Please tell me about them! 


You can contact me through: 


Email: Emilia.sam123@outlook.com 
Reddit: u/GreyWalken 


Please mention 'Life Badges 2023' so I know what you are referring to. 


To check out more of my work please visit: 
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https://www.tumblr.com/bucklemonster2 


https://archive.org/details/@Oemily_sam 


Remember this is a work of fiction, 
(perhaps the entire universe is just a story told by some alien 
sitting alone on a deserted planet or something) 


- Thanks, Emilia Sameyn - 
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